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On the fifth day of April, a Montaignais Savage
came to report to Father Buteux that our Fathers
and our Frenchmen who accompanied them had been
abandoned in the woods and tied to trees, by the
Hurons who were taking them to their country,—
who, [88] falling ill with a certain epidemic which
last Autumn afflicted all these Nations, believed that
this malady was caused by the French, and it was
this which made them treat the French in this way;
this savage declared that he had heard the news
from the lips of some Bissiriniens, neighbors of the
Hurons. We placed the whole matter in the hands
of Our Lord, who will take our lives at the time and
in the manner that shall please him. We had al-
ready learned, as I wrote last year, the bad news
about Father Anthoine Daniel, who had been re-
ported to us as almost dead; but at last the goodness
of God has comforted us, for most of these reports
are found to be false. It is true that Father Daniel
and all the others have endured incomparable suffer-
ings in their voyage, as Your Reverence can see [89]
by the Relation of Father Brebeuf.

On the fourteenth of the same month, as the ice
was completely broken up, I embarked in a canoe
with one of our Frenchmen and an Algonquain, to
go and see the beautiful lake or pond of which I
have spoken above, and which I had seen all frozen
over during the winter. On the way, I saw a Musk-
rat hunt. Some of these animals are as large as rab-
bits; they have very long tails. When they appear
upon the water, the Savages follow them in their
little canoes; these Rats, upon seeing themselves pur-
sued, immediately dive into the water, their enemies
hurrying quickly to the place where they expect



